St. Mary's Hospital, rescued climber meet reporters as HIPAA rules begin.
St. Mary's Hospital, Grand Junction, Colo., is a regional hospital whose PR team is accustomed to media exposure. Just as tehy were instituting the patient privacy rules of HIPAA, a true-life reality drama landed on their doorstep. Aron Ralston, a 27-year old experienced mountain climber, became the hospital's highest profile patient and attracted worldwide media coverage after courageously rescuing himself from a near-disaster.